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It was a long cherished desire
of mine to go to East Pakistan and study the condition preva- lent there. It was only in the last month that I could translate the desire into fulfilment.
Islami Chatro Shangho (Islami Jamiat-e-Talba) had organised a training camp at Dacca and they invited me to help and assist them in condueting the camp. I twas a golden opportunity to meet the Islam loving forces of the East Wing, to help them in their heroic fight against the odds that are pitched in their way and to study the current and the cross- currents of thought that are rampant there. I seized this opportunity and tried to make as best use of it as I could.
The camp was to start on 9th June, so we, myself and my dearest coleague Khurram Jah Murad reached Dacca on 8th morning. It was a pleasant morning and the idea of meeting so many of our dear friends and coleagues made it more pleasant. As the dawn broke and the light prevailed, we were able to peep through the glasses and see the glimpses of the green valley that is East Pakistan. The plane was slowly climbing down and with every dive below we were feeling a pleasant sensation down the spinal chord. The sceneries were becoming more and more visible and we were flying over a net work of rivers and the greenary. I was lost in The beautiful pa- norma of nature when suddenly the red lights sparkled and the instruction appeared before us "fasten your seat belts". So we had reached Dacca.
As we stepped out of the plane we were received by Mr. Moham- mad Ali, Shubha Pati Porbi Pakistan, Islami Chatro Shango (President East Pakistan Jamiat), Mr. Hussain Khan and Mr. Abdul Jabbar. Warm greetings came from the visitors gallery where over forty students had come to welcome us. I was deeply impressed by this very sincere and warm welcome. It was may first experience of the East-and a very pleasant, very sweet and unforgetable experience it was. OBJECTIVES OF THE CAMP
The training camp was held at 9 Jainag Road, the Nizam-e- Islam Office. Inaugural session was held on 9th evening and was addressed by Mr. Hussain Khan, Mr. Khurram Jah. Mr. Moham- mad Ali and myself. The impor- tance and the objectives of the camp were clearly stated in the inaugural talks and it was said that the camp ha d three main objectives:-


(1) It has been arranged to equip the workers of the Chatro Shanga with essential know- ledge about Islam and the Modern world, for without the necessary intellectual armaments the workers cannot fight the battle success- fully. (2) Secondly, it was organized. with the avowed purpose of laying the foundation of a truly Islamic character. Islam, it was said, is not a mere idea or an ideology; it is a way of life-something to be actually Movements have, in the past, failed because their leaders and workers talked a lct but lacked in firm moral character-the real main- spring of all strength and power. It was an objective of the camp to put before the attendants a picture of the character they have to deve- lop.
lived.
(3) Last, but not the least, was the purpose of providing the workers with an opportunity to live for a fort-night in an atmosphere of brotherly love and cooperation, and thus have a foretaste of the society Chatio Shangho wants to organise.
These were the laudible objec- tives for which the camp was organised. The camp was atten- ded by forty students, who came from nearly all the districts of East Pakistan-32 coming from outside Dacca.
PROGRAMME
The programme of the Camp was as follows:
**Every morning Khurram Jah gave Dars-e-Quran which was followed by break-fast etc. After break-fast Dars-e- Hadith was given by Khurram and different aspects of the Islamic life-from "Ibadaat" to "Maamalat" (social rela- tionship) every important topic-was covered therein. **Eight lectures were delivered on the life of the Holy Pro- phet-Seven by Khurram and one by myself.
**Five talks were given by me on Islami Chatro Shanghais need, importance, objectives, technique, organisation and history. **Nine lectures were given on Islamic way of life--the politi- tical system of Islam, its social system, and its econo- mic order. These talks were given by me.
**Nine 'talks were given on Communism and the Western Civilization.
All these talks were given in the lecture-hall at the training camp and were attended by the whole time attendents of the


camp and some local workers of the Jamiat. Besides these four lectures were delivered at the District Board Hall Dacca, on "Communism" "The Feminist Movement in Pakistan", "Secular- ism Fanaticism and progress", "We and the Western Civiliza- tion". Despite the fact that the University was closed, and there were general vacations the meet- ings were well attended As the talks were given by me ft is diffi- cult to say anything about their good or bad effects, but what I heard from several quarters was that a bold and timely attempt and Chatro Shangho deserved to be congratuated for presenting Islam in such coura- geous and scientific manner.
My impression about the camp is that despite some impor- tant difficulties that beset us, it was a great success. Two diffi- culties that confronted us were those of language and the un- equal standards of the attendants. Nearly all the attendants were Bengalis and unfortunately we did not know Bangla. We were faced with the dilemma.
زبان یار من ترکی و من ترکی نمی دانم
And we were not as sharp as Mr. Suhrawardy to speak "Eng- lishised, Urduised, Bangla"! Our Pradhan Mantri is a bold man in
this respect. Despite his very scant knowledge of Bangla he makes bold attempts to give public addresses in Bengali. It is another thing that he now and then commits strange mistakes but he speaks all the same*.
So we were not bold enough to follow his footsteps and as such were faced with a difficult sltuation. Some talks were given in Urdu and some others in English. All speeches were trans- lated in Bangla. This is how we evolved a via-media.
Second difficulty was that of unequal standards.
The camp was attended by students ranging from Matric Class to B.A. Ho- nours and also by students of the Madrasa-Alia. We had to read- just our entire programme and had to tonedown the standard of lectures so that it may may remain
I had occassion to hear him speak at the Paltan Maidan on 14th June. It was an interesting Bengali. On my querry a student remarked "Suhra- wardy Bangla Gaya". At Barisal Mr. Suhawardy was, it is said, once faced wsth a queer situation. When he came to the dice he saw that men and wo-
men b
both were present in the audience. He did not know how to address the women. After a few moment of em- barrassment a word sparkled in his memory; "Magi saheb" and he started his speech" "Bhai saheb aibong Maji Saheb"-and do you know what does Magi means? It means women of the street. There were protests from every where, and puzzled Mr. Suhrawardy said, "Then what should I say?"


intelligible to all. I cannot say how far we were successful in that but if the reactions and im- pressions of the attendants given in the session are a guide, we can say with relief that we were not unsuccessful - although it would have been better if sepa- rate camps for students of diffi- rent standards were organised.
The camp ended on the 23rd June, and we dispersed with the mixed feelings of joy and grief- for we had successfully lived a fortnight in true dedication to the cause of Allah; grief because so happy a programme had come to an end and so charming a society was dispersing.
This camp, I strongly feel, will, Insha Allah, go a long way in strengthening the Islami Chatro Shangho in East Pakistan. Although Chatro Shangho was organised in the East Wing in 1949-50, its expnsion began in 1953. Since then it is gradually but confidently progressing from strength to strength. This was the first camp of its kind in the the history of East Pakistan Jamiat and I feel that a good number of active workers will emerge from the attendents of this camp.
OUR STORMY TOUR
After conclusion of the camp we had to tour different parts of East Pakistan. On 24th night we left for Sylhet. In Sylhet we could stay for one day only. A general meeting was held at the Jinnah Hall at which Mr. Khurram Jah presided. Mr. Qurban Ali, President of the Dacca Jamiat and myself add- ressed the meeting. The tast of the day was devoted to talk with the workers and some sight-seeing. At Sylhet Jamiat has a strong and promising band of workers. Lutfur-Rahman, Kamal, Ikram, Khalique, Abdur Rab- they are all budding young men about whom good hopes can be entertained. I am very hopeful about the future progress of Jamiat in Sylhet. If the workers work with diligence and labour I am confident they will prevail in the academic institutions of Sylhet in no time.
From Syliet we went Chit- tagong. When we reached there it was heavily raining. We had to face the angry showers of rain through-out our stay at Chit- tagong and again at Barisal. In fact most of our progrmme was sabotaged by rain and we could only say with a sigh: "Man pro- poses, God disposes." For us it was something new; rains-all the 24 hours. But for the local population it was not something morel. They were accustomed to it and so they expressed


sympathy for us again and again.
At Chittagong we met the workers of Jamiat and discussed with them the problems and prospects of the organisation. A general meeting was arranged at the Islamic Intermediate College and Mr. Khurram Jah addressed the students. As I had contracted influenza, I could only preside over the meeting. My flu was perhaps the product of our encounters with rain and throu- ghout the remaining part of the tour my participation remained passive.
After Chittagong we went to Barisal. We reached there on 28th morning. A whole day was devoted to meetings with the wokers and other students who flocked our residents and pest- ered us with their interesting questions. The questions ranged from the problem of dress to the possibilities of the elimination of interest.
We passed busy pleasant day. Students at Barisil are very concious of their position and take active interest in different extracurricular persuit. Now, the Islam loving forces and the Communists both are active and because of this struggle a new wave of life is surging among the students. It is my firm belief that good wor-


kers emerge only from out of a life of tussle and encounters. Struggle is the greatest teacher; challenges from the opponents are the best stimulents and incen- tives. My feeling is that if Chatro Shangho works on proper lines, Barisal will in future be one of its strongest centres in East Pakistan.
On 29th a small function was held at the B. M. A. College staff room. It was an occasion of get together with the lecturers of the college. In the evening a general meeting was arranged at the Town Hall but because of continuous and severe rain, the programme could not be strictly followed. We left Barisal for Dacca on 29th night.
On 1st July Khurram returned to Karachi and I reached here on 2nd July-this was the journey's end.
At Dacca we were invited to a tea-party of the Pakistan Students Force. The students of the Salimullah Hall also arranged an evening party on 1st July. On both the occasions I tried to impress upon the students that the time to act had come and the Islam loving forces must forge ahead towards a their destina- tion. In the present ideological conflict this is the only road to salvation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
